However, in our method, the sample is easier to process and the assay has higher sensitivity than their assay. The reference interval for porphyrin in healthy individuals by the fluorometnc method is <300 nmol/g dry weight. We can detect as little as 1 nmol of porphyrin per gram (dry weight) of stool. Results of the method vary linearly with stool porphyrin concentrations as great as 4000 nmol/g dry weight. The within-run imprecision of the method is 3%. Here we describe such a method, based on our previously published fluorometric screen for porphyrins in urine (5).
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MaterIals and Methods

Materials
Controls and patients'
specimens. The two patients with porphyria cutanea concentrations were increased, in decreasing order, for deuteroporphyrin, pemptoporphyrin, and protoporphyrin.
Stool specimens
Discussion
We have developed a simple and sensitive quantitative screen for fecal porphyrins based on fluorometric analysis.
The wavelength chosen to monitor emission eliminates chlorophyll interference. Excitation mea-
